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 To explore different materials freely, to 

develop their ideas about how to use 

them and what to make.

 To develop their own ideas and then 

decide which materials to use to 

express them. 

 To join different materials and explore 

different textures. 

 To create closed shapes with 

continuous lines and begin to use 

these shapes to represent objects.

 To draw with increasing complexity and 

detail, such as representing a face with 

a circle and including details. 

 Use drawing to represent ideas like 

movement or loud noises.

 To show different emotions in their 

drawings and paintings, like happiness 

or sadness etc.

 To begin to explore colour and colour 

mixing.  
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• To explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects 

to express their ideas and feelings through gesture 

and talk.

• To return to and build on their previous learning, 

refining their ideas and developing their ability to 

represent them.

• To begin to create collaboratively, sharing ideas, 

resources and skills.

• To safely use and explore a variety of materials, tools 

and techniques, experimenting with colour, design, 

pattern, texture, form and function. 

• To begin to share their creations, explaining the 

processes that they have used.

• To make use of props and materials when role playing 

characters in narratives and stories.



Art & Design Skills Progression – KS1

KS1

Art Skills & Techniques

 Use line to represent objects seen, 

remembered or imagined. 

 Explore tone using different 

grades of pencil, pastel and chalk.
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Drawing: 

Painting: 

 Represent things observed, 

remembered or imagined, using 

colour/tools. 

 Use colour and marks to express mood. 

 Begin to use different types of brushes 

for specific purposes.

 Introduce primary and secondary 

colours with the addition of black and 

white and other hues. 

 Create different effects by using a 

variety of tools and techniques such as 

dots, scratches and splashes.

Collage: 

 Sort materials according to specific qualities, 

e.g. warm, cold, shiny and smooth. 

 Engage in more complex activities, e.g. cutting 

and sewing a variety of materials.

Printing: 

 Extend repeating patterns - overlapping, using 

two contrasting colours etc. 

 Explore and recreates patterns and textures 

with an extended range of materials - e.g. 

sponges, leaves, fruit.

 Explore texture using rigid and plastic 

materials and a variety of tools. 

 Recreate 2D images in a 3D form (e.g. the 

tower in Rapunzel). 

 Compare and recreates form and shape to 

natural and man-made objects.

3D Work:



Art & Design Skills Progression – KS2
LKS2

UKS2

 Use line and tone to represent things 

seen, remembered or observed.

 Explore shading, using different 

media.

Drawing: 

Painting: 

 Create/use a range of hues by adding black and white to 

primary/secondary colours. 

 Create different effects by using a variety of tools and 

techniques such as dots, scratches and splashes.

Collage: 

 Select the most effective adhesive for a given task. 

 Develop skills of overlapping and overlaying. 

 Develop awareness of contrasts in texture and colour. 

 Select and use materials to achieve a specific outcome. 

 Use overlapping overlaying to create depth and interest.

Printing: 

 Explore colour mixing through printing, using two colours 

and a variety of materials. 

 Explore images through monoprinting on a variety of 

papers.

 Use printing to represent the natural environment. 

 Make connections between own work and patterns in their 

local environment (e.g. curtains, wallpaper)

Drawing: 

 Draws familiar things from different viewpoints. 

 Use line, tone and shade to represent things seen, 

remembered or imagined. 

 Use a range of materials to produce line, tone and 

shade.

 Select appropriate media and techniques to achieve a 

specific outcome. 

Painting: 

 Use different methods, colour and a 

variety of tools and techniques to express 

mood. 

 Investigate symbols, shapes, form and 

composition. 

 Explore the effect of light and colour, 

texture and tone on natural and man-

made objects. 

Collage: 

Printing: 

 Experiment with creating mood, feeling, 

movement and areas of interest. 

 Interpret stories, music, poems and other 

stimuli. 

 Use the natural environment or townscapes 

as a stimulus.

 Embellish, using a variety of techniques, 

including drawing, painting and printing. 

 Design an artefact, using knowledge of 

techniques, for a specific outcome.

 Explore colour mixing through printing, 

using two colours and a variety of materials. 

 Explore images and recreates texture using 

string, polystyrene etc. 

 Compare own image and pattern making 

with that of well-known artists. 

 Design prints for fabrics, book covers and 

wallpaper.
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3D Work:

 Explore how stimuli can be used as a starting point for 3D 

work with a particular focus on form, shape, pattern, 

texture, colour. 

 Show an awareness of texture, form and shape by 

recreating an image in 3D form. 

 Begin to look at colour and pattern in 3D structures, 

transferring the knowledge to their own work. 

3D Work:

 Look at 3D work from a variety of genres and 

cultures and develops own response through 

experimentation. 

 Recreate images in 2D and 3D, looking at one 

area of experience, e.g. recreates a landscape 

painting, focus on textures. 

 Make imaginative use of the knowledge they have 

acquired of tools, techniques and materials to 

express own ideas and feelings. 

 Experiment with approaches used by other artists.


