
Art & Design Subject Story 
 

Intent 

At Hackbridge Primary School our aim is for Art & Design to be fully inclusive to every child.   

Our aims are to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Art and Design (DfE, 2013) by providing a broad and balanced curriculum 
that ensures the progressive development of art and design knowledge and skills that enable pupils to: experience first-hand the original work 
of artists, craft makers and designers, and the stimulus that inspired their work, including the natural and built environment; observe and 
record from first-hand experience and from imagination; develop competence in manipulating materials and tools; acquire knowledge and 
become proficient in various art and design techniques and processes; begin to develop an awareness of the visual and tactile elements (shape, 
line, colour, value, form, texture and space); foster enjoyment and appreciation of the visual arts and develop a knowledge of significant artist, 
crafts people and designers; increase critical awareness of the roles and purposes of art and design in different times and cultures, and analyse 
works using the language of art and design and develop a cross-curricular approach to the use of art and design in all subjects.  

 

Implementation 

To ensure high standards of teaching and learning in art and design, we implement the CUSP Art curriculum which is built around evidence-
led practice. The CUSP Art curriculum is organised into blocks with each block covering a specific set of artistic disciplines, including drawing, 
painting, printmaking, textiles, 3D and collage. Vertical progression in each discipline has been woven into the fabric of the curriculum so that 
pupils can revisit key disciplines throughout their Primary journey at increasing degrees of challenge and complexity. In addition to the core 
knowledge required to be successful within each discipline, the curriculum outlines key aspects of artistic development in the Working 
Artistically section. Each module focuses on developing different aspects of these competencies. This enables teachers to understand pupils’ 
development as artists more broadly, as well as how successfully they are acquiring the taught knowledge and skills. 
 
At Hackbridge Primary School, we ensure that art and design is given the same importance as the core subjects as we believe this is important 
in enabling children to build their life skills – helping them to be more inquisitive, persistent, imaginative, disciplined and collaborative. These 
are skills employers demand from people entering today’s competitive job market.  
When planning Art and Design lessons, teachers endeavour to create lessons that promote diversity, cater to children’s interests and needs, 
as well as implement a variety of teaching approaches to ensure learning is engaging, broad and balanced.  
From Year 1 onwards, teachers plan termly blocks in which the children are introduced to the work of a particular artist, study a specific 
painting or other work from which they identify techniques that have proved successful. The final objective is never to attempt to produce an 
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exact copy of the work we are looking at, but to explore and practise techniques and effects from the original which the children can then 
begin to use in their own creative work. This way, they can experiment with and improve their mastery of a wide range of media and skills 
until they are confident and independent artists while at the same time, learning about art history and making rich and powerful links to other 
areas of the curriculum. 

 

Impact 

Our Art & Design curriculum should ensure that pupils leave Hackbridge Primary School: 

 knowledgeable, confident and creative users of a range of media and tools. 

 able to handle a range of 2D, 3D or digital media competently and confidently. They will be able to explore and exploit the visual 
language well to develop individual and diverse responses to given or chosen starting points. 

 able to use drawing to aid thinking and enjoy using different drawing materials or techniques to record observations, recall memories 
or express imagination. They will appreciate the qualities and understand the value of drawing to other artists, craft makers and 
designers. 

 curious about the work of other artists, craft makers and designers and make independent and informed choices when referring to 
the work of others which they use to liberate rather than constrain their own ideas or style. 

 keen to strive for originality in the development of their ideas and approaches and understand the value of experimentation and 
working beyond their comfort zone in order to discover and develop creativity. 

 able to compare, contrast and criticise their own achievements, those of their peers and other creative practitioners in order to make 
connections and understand creative diversity. They will be reflective about their own development and the work of others. 

 able to contribute positively and purposefully to their learning in lessons. They cooperate well with staff and visiting artists, and 
collaborate effectively with other pupils. They will be able to show initiative and an ability to work unaided, and respond to feedback 
actively. 
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On a learning walk you will see… 

 Pupils’ interest is maintained due to teachers drawing on their own creativity, passion for art, use of the classroom, and high-quality 
resources. Teachers successfully bring the art world into the school. 

 Difficult concepts or skills are made accessible for all pupils because of the specialist knowledge and professional development of the 
teacher. Teaching challenges and supports all groups of pupils. 

 Pupils with different starting points make equally good progress in the subject, including pupils with low prior-attainment and the 
most able. This is a result of teaching taking good account of pupils’ cultural interests and their stages of drawing or creative 
development, so expectations are pitched appropriately. As a result, teaching enables pupils to work independently, creatively and 
collaboratively. 

 Teaching provides pupils with clear feedback about how to build on their strengths and tackle challenges by referring to visual 
examples. Annotated work by creative practitioners is used to show pupils how to review and assess their own work. 

 

Example of progression through a strand of Art & Design 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Can use painting 
and collage to 
create a 
combined, mixed 
media effect 

Can paint blocks 
of a single colour 
without mixing 
into other colours 
 

Can fill in small 
areas or spaces 
without 
overlapping 
colours  
 

Can use a range 
of painting 
techniques 
  

Can make 
detailed drawings 
using paint  
 

Can select 
appropriate 
colours and paint 
within the border 
of each area 

Can use painting 
and collage to 
create a 
combined, mixed 
media effect 
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Pupil Voice Recent Successes Priorities for 2022 - 2023 

 In Art and Design lessons pupils said:  
All children said that they have enjoyed or 
loved all of their art & design lessons this 
year. Many said that their favourite lessons 
were the 3D and collage/montage lessons 
because they could make their own creations 
and the activities “are more physical than 
sketching and painting”; they enjoyed 
manipulating the different materials. 
Children also voiced that they have enjoyed 
learning new skills, using mediums and tools 
that they haven’t had the opportunity to 
explore in the past.  
All children said that they have studied the 
work of known artists, but were unable to 
recall names. However, they said that this 
information is in their books for them to look 
back at.  
Most children are able to recall some art 
terminology that they have learn this year 
and can explain the meaning or describe the 
skill/resource.  
Children said that they find the knowledge 
organisers useful. “It helps me remember the 
words when I forget.” (Year 5 child) “Once I 
was not there for the lesson and I was able to 
look back at the knowledge organiser and 
knew what to do.” (Year 3 child) 

- Further development of good quality 
resources fit for purpose: ink trays 
and rollers, a tjanting tool for batik, 
etc   

- Studying artists, including architects 
and designers, of different gender 
and from a wide range of cultural 
backgrounds 

- Implementation of the CUSP scheme 
of work 

- KS1 lunchtime drawing club, KS2 arts 
and crafts lunch time club 

- Further opportunities for children to 
apply the skills they have learnt for a 
meaningful purpose: – termly Brio 
Retirement themed art competition 
(building links with the wider 
community), The Met Commissioner 
Christmas Project Poster Competition, 
Care at Christmas Project (bridging 
the gap between young and elderly 
people, and developing strong links 
with the wider community) 
 

 More opportunities for pupils to 
present their work: exhibitions 
(around the school and online) and 
competitions. 

 Access the work of creative 
professionals through visits to 
museums and galleries, or by visits 
from local artists, makers or 
designers. 

 To continue to develop the use of 
sketchbooks across all year groups. 

 Encourage all children to use the art 
& design language they have been 
learning when evaluating/discussing 
art work and the skills/mediums they 
have used to create a piece of art 
work (their own as well as the work of 
others). 

 Continue to develop the CUSP 
curriculum throughout the school and 
support teachers with the teaching of 
art.  
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Children feel they have made progress in 
their art skills: “The drawing skills are broken 
down. This helped me improve my drawing 
skills. It’s more interesting. I like the 
challenge.” (Year 5 child) 
Year 4 children voiced that they really 
enjoyed making clay cartouches with their 
names on in Egyptian hieroglyphs.  
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