
History Subject Story 

Intent 

Hackbridge Primary School’s vision and aims are based on four core values of Kindness, Inspiration, Nurture and Determination, with the 
overarching ethos that ‘Happy People Succeed.’ Building on this our aspiration for history is to therefore create and sustain an engaging 
learning environment in which our children are successful historians who are curious and eager to learn about the past.    
 
In conjunction with the aims of the National Curriculum for History, our history curriculum offers an opportunity to:   

 Explore our area’s rich local history looking at local industries of the past, key significant people and places. 

 Explore aspects of British history, from the Stone Age through to the Battle of Britain.     

 Explore aspects of world history, including ancient civilisations and the Romans.  

 Develop key historical enquiry skills focused on chronology, asking and answering questions using evidence, critical thinking and making 
connections between their history topics. 

 

Implementation 

Through our history curriculum, the aim is to develop children’s curiosity about the past giving them the opportunity to ask questions and 
explore local, British and world history at different points during their learning journey with us.  
 
Learning in history is organised into key topics across the year groups reflecting the characteristics and people of different time periods, for 
example the Stone Age through to the Bronze Age, ancient civilisations of Egypt, Sumer and the Indus Valley, Roman Britain, as well as the 
Vikings and Anglo-Saxons. In addition, key significant people from the past are explored such as Mary Anning, a pioneering 19th century fossil 
hunter and Mae Jemison, the first black woman to travel into space. Underpinning all areas is the development of children’s historical skills 
in understanding chronology, using historical evidence, critical thinking and making world connections. In Early Years, the focus is on past 
and present people, culture and communities, as well as their own personal history and beginning their history journey in using language to 
show the passing of time such as yesterday and last week.  
 
The school uses CUSP (Curriculum with Unity Schools Partnership) to deliver history, with knowledge organisers supporting the development 
of children’s knowledge and an enquiry-based approach with key questions for each lesson. Lessons are sequenced and structured to enable 
children to recap their prior learning, building upon this as they progress through the topic. There is also the opportunity to regularly review 
and evaluate children's understanding through quizzes, for example.  
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The children use a variety of artefacts to support their learning, including photographs, newspapers and replicas of historical items from the 
past such as everyday Roman items and coins, as well as a wide range of non-fiction books. Online topic books are also available through the 
history section on Curriculum Visions, which teachers can highlight on the termly homework grids, offering children additional opportunities 
to develop their historical knowledge outside of school. 
 
Cross curricular learning opportunities are also explored, through subjects such as geography and art. In addition, we continue to embed 
diversity within our history curriculum with a range of key figures and opportunities available for staff to incorporate as part of their history 
topics.   
 

 

Impact 

Our history curriculum should ensure that children leave Hackbridge with:  

 A well-rounded knowledge of aspects of British and world history, as well as the rich local history around us.    

 An understanding of how a range of diverse figures have contributed to the development of history.  

 A good understanding of key historical vocabulary, concepts and chronology. 

 The ability to apply historical knowledge and enquiry skills. 

 Knowledge of how artefacts and research can contribute to our understanding of the past. 

 

On a learning walk you will see… 

 A balanced history curriculum which offers the opportunity to explore local, British and world history at different points in a child’s 
learning journey through school. 

 Use of knowledge organisers in dedicated history books, to support children’s learning.  

 Examples of history being taught in conjunction with other cross curricular opportunities.   

 An increasing range of artefacts to support children’s ‘hands-on’ experience with history.  

 Timelines in classrooms to support chronological skills and knowledge. 

 Fun, engaging activities to encourage children’s love of history e.g. use of artefacts, activity days, trips   
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Example of progression through a strand of the subject 
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Pupil Voice Recent Successes Priorities for 2022 - 2023 

Year 2 “I’d really like to go back and see what 
happened!”  
 
Year 3 “I always try to find a knowledge 
organiser to help me.” 
 
Year 6 “History is not limited. It is linked to 
other topics.” 

 Completion of whole school audit for 
history to ascertain strengths and areas 
for development, as well as collection of 
evidence against key criteria as part of an 
application for a History Quality Mark, 
from the Historical Association. 

 Whole school history focus through 
assemblies and focused learning 
opportunities e.g., VE Day, Remembrance 
Day, key historical events for the month, 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations. 

 Local history lesson model developed for 
the school focusing on progression of 
knowledge of the rich local history 
around us.   

 Key figures and opportunities identified, 
for all year groups, to embed within the 
history curriculum across the year to 
support a diverse curriculum.  

 Supporting staff with resources for 
teaching history through the CUSP 
curriculum. 

 Embedding diversity through the history 
curriculum – researching opportunities 
and communicating these to staff. 

 Take forward areas identified in 2022 
staff survey to support staff in teaching 
history.  

 Continuing to gain staff and pupil views 
on history to identify strengths and areas 
of development. 

 Continue to update school artefact list to 
support lesson planning and delivery.    
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