
Music Subject Story 
 

 

Intent 

At Hackbridge Primary School, our aim is for pupils to be exposed to a broad, creative and energetic music curriculum. One which allows the 
children to explore, encourage and appreciate themselves and others around them.  
We aim to teach a comprehensive and relevant music curriculum where pupils can enjoy the following; 

 Develop on their appreciation for music across a wide range of musical styles and genres. Including historical periods and traditions. 
Also experiencing the work of great composers and musicians.  

 To use musical language and terms when exploring music.  

 To sing and use their voices. 

 Explore how music makes them feel and explain their emotional music responses. 

 Create and compose their own music, including using instruments to improvise their own pieces.  

 Become increasingly confident in taking part of performances both in groups and individually.  

 Have a range of opportunities to engage with music, including learning musical instruments, performing to others and online 
resources to engage with outside of music lessons.  

Our school use the Charanga online music teaching scheme and resources, which covers the National Curriculum for Music (2013) and is 
beginning to develop resources to match the new Model Music Curriculum (2021).  

 

Implementation 

Music is taught as a 30 minute slot of the PPA timetable for Reception, Year 1, 2, 3 and 5. Year 6 have a timetabled slot every 2 weeks as part 
of their subject coverage and this is taught by the class teachers. Year 4 are taught Music with the Cognus Sutton Music tutors through 
WCET every week with a 40 minute slot. 
Year 1 are the only year group currently using the new Model Music Curriculum scheme on Charanga, as this will enable the children to 
follow the new scheme as they progress through the school. This will also enable time for the online resources to develop and to ensure that 
the new curriculum is established in stages to promote progression and cohesion.  
The Charanga scheme also allows the support and CPD opportunities to allow less confident teachers to deliver lessons.  
Each unit of work has an on-going musical learning focus and a unit specific focus to enable the development of new muic skills, while also 
allowing previous musical skills/concepts to be embedded and deepen pupils understanding. Music lessons usually follow a specific learning 
sequence: 
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 Listen and Appraise 
 Musical Activities 
 Singing and Voice 
 Playing instruments 
 Composition 
 Perform and Share 

At Hackbridge, we aim for the music teaching to be practical and engaging. The lessons also incorporate games, songs, composing, playing 
instruments and performing to others. We also create other opportunities for pupils to perform outside of music lessons, such as 
assemblies, productions, instrument tuition and events in the local and wider community.  

 

Impact 

At Hackbridge we should expect to see that the pupils are encouraged to enjoy music, in a variety of ways across the key stages- either as 
listener, creator or performer. 

Children leaving Hackbridge Primary School: 
 Can appreciate a wide range of music from a range of traditions, cultures, genres and periods of time.  
 Can reflect on music listened to and discuss its parts using terms such as pitch, duration, timbre, dynamics and texture.  
 Can sing and feel a pulse. 
 Will have played and performed instruments including their voices, in solo and ensemble contexts. 
 Will have improvised and composed music for a range of purposes. 
 Will have performed or recorded their musical compositions using staff and other notation. 
 Will have had the opportunity to engage with music outside of lesson time.  
 Can use their online accounts to access music from outside school. 

 

On a learning walk you will see… 

 Whole class teaching session that is either timetabled in PPA or taught by the class teacher/Cognus music tutor.  

 Engagement from all pupils, including SEN, EAL and PP. 

 Use of the appropriate Charanga lesson as followed by the scheme for that year group.  
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 Opportunities for the children to listen and appraise music. This means that they will be answering questions based on a piece from 
the planned scheme. The answers that the children give should be age appropriate and incorporate any musical vocabulary expected 
from that year group’s musical understanding.  

 The children should also have the opportunity to take part in games or challenges. These include activities such as finding the pulse, 
listening and copying back rhythms and sounds, and improvising with vocals or body percussion.  

 A termly focused song that the children have been learning to sing. This can be broken down into verses, chorus or whole song 
practicing. It should be evident that the children have been listening to the song, and that they are increasingly confident in following 
along with the tune and lyrics.  

 You may observe a performance of children singing the song.  

 If the teacher is on a unit where instruments are involved, you should see part of the lesson where the children are practicing using 
the instruments by following letters and images of the instrument or standard notation on sheet music. There may also be 
opportunities for the children to improvise using a set of notes.  

 Performing using the instruments may also be seen.  

 As part of a learning walk, there may also be a chance of you seeing the teacher using some of the resources in the resource library, 
such as quizzes or learning videos, depending on any directed action plan objectives as instructed by the music co-ordinator for that 
year group.  

 

Example of progression through a strand of the subject 

Year R Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Listen carefully 
to rhymes and 
songs, paying 
attention to 
how they 
sound. 
 

Listen to a piece 
of music, 
identifying if it is 
fast or slow, 
happy or sad. 

Explain what 
they like or 
dislike about a 
piece of music 
and why. 

Listen to music 
from different 
periods in 
history. 

Describe, compare 
and evaluate 
different kinds of 
music, using 
appropriate 
musical 
vocabulary. 

Explain how different 
musical elements 
(pitch, tempo, rhythm, 
melody and dynamics) 
have been used to 
create mood and 
effects. 

Listen to and 
comment on the 
work of musicians 
and composers, 
indicating own 
preferences. 
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Pupil Voice Recent Successes Priorities for 2022 - 2023 

Overall the majority of pupils enjoy music with only 
16% of children in the survey saying they don’t like it. 
In our parent survey one responses was that their 
child thinks that ‘Music day is the best day at school’. 
Over 70% of children have been able to use 
instruments this year in their lessons and many have 
enjoyed learning instruments with the WCET tutors. 
One student mentioned, ‘I learnt how to play the 
trumpet and improved my singing it was very 
enjoyable.’ The children also are aware of other 
places in the school they hear music, such as the 
playground, assemblies and in other lessons.  
Unfortunately, many pupils were not sure how they 
would know if they were doing well in their music 
learning, with only 26% telling me that their teacher 
tells them how they are doing. This response has 
highlighted the need for increased fast feedback and 
increasing the use of Charanga/Yumu to track 
progress.  

WCET music tuition has been happening at both sites 
this year, with Year 4 learning the trumpet and 
baritone, and Year 3 the djembe drums. We are also 
very excited to have a KS2 music festival performance 
at the Fairfield Halls with 30 children from Year 4.  
After school/out of hours instrument lessons have 
continued this year. Also after responses from a 
recent parent survey, it is clear that there is an 
increasing demand for this type of provision so this 
will continue next year with the hope of improving 
pupil attendance. 
We also took some Year 5 & 6 children to the London 
O2 Arena to perform in the Young Voices concert 
which was a huge success. We have signed up already 
for 2023. 

Set up and begin all 
lunchtime choirs for both 
KS2 and KS1 across both 
sites.  
 
Continue to use the 
Charanga music scheme, 
making sure we use parts 
of the Model Music 
curriculum.  
 
Check on new planning and 
resources from CUSP when 
they introduce the music 
curriculum for 2022-2023. 
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